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SRSG Harri Holkeri visits Albania
PRISTINA – SRSG Harri Holkeri returned to Pristina today from his two-day visit to Albania, where he met President Alfred Moisiu, Prime Minister Fatos Nano, foreign Minister Kastriot Islami and Minister of Economy Anastas Angjeli. It was the first visit to Albania by Mr. Holkeri.

Mr. Holkeri signed an agreement with Albania on behalf of the Kosovo government on ‘The Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of Investments’. This agreement would “provide yet another opportunity to foster productive economic exchanges in the region”, Mr. Holkeri said. Kosovo and Albania already have a Free Trade Agreement, which was signed last year.

In his meetings with the Albanian leaders in Tirana, Mr. Holkeri underscored the need for both Kosovo and Albania to work towards a common future in an integrated Europe.

The SRSG also briefed the Albanian leaders about the current developments in Kosovo, including the Standards for Kosovo and the Standards Implementation Plan. He informed them that the international community wanted him to proceed promptly with the Standards Implementation Plan. But it had made it absolutely clear that the announcement of the review process did not mean automatically a positive review in mid-2005.

He discussed further intensifying co-operation between Albania and Kosovo. There already exists high level of bilateral cooperation in areas such as economy, police and security, culture, education, agriculture, customs and health. Mr. Holkeri said that he had “inherited good cooperation with Albania from my predecessor”.

SRSG Holkeri emphasised that regional integration and cooperation is the key to advancement in the Balkans and towards a shared future in Europe. He stressed the need to enhance regional cooperation, especially to fight organized crime, which has spread its tentacles across the Balkans.

In a press conference at the end of his visit, Mr. Holkeri thanked the Albanian leaders for their valuable support for the Pristina-Belgrade dialogue, which he said would start soon. Further, he said Albania had made very constructive intervention in the UN Security Council debate on Kosovo.

In answer to a question on parallel structures, he said he would take up this matter in the High Ranking Working Group. This matter, he said, must be resolved and the Security Council and the international community will not accept the situation to prevail in the long term.

He welcomed the news about the Kosovo Serbs agreeing to join the dialogue working groups. 
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