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21 September 2000

UNMIK Concern About Article on Registration and Identity Cards

PRISTINA – UNMIK strongly refutes allegations in the Kosovo media which undermine the civil and voter registration process. The allegations have been described by UN Civil Administration and the OSCE – the two pillars responsible for the process – as highly irresponsible, misleading and factually incorrect.

No-one disputes there are errors in the provisional civil and voter registers. There would be in any database of such a magnitude. However work is now underway in cleaning up those mistakes in order for the voters list to be ready for the upcoming municipal elections. This is a standard part in preparing any voters’ list. 

Of the remaining errors, the majority won’t be relevant to the voting process. In order to vote a person must have registered successfully. If their name is misspelled on the list, it will not affect their right to vote. If their name does not appear on the list, they will still be able to cast their vote by a conditional ballot.

There have been problems in putting together identity cards; part of it has been a problem with the information and part with the technology. And we are aware of the size of the problem. 

But UNMIK has already mounted an operation to find and correct the errors. A team is being hired to work on them. Every application will be reviewed for accuracy. As soon as a case is cleared, the ID card will be printed, ensuring their smooth distribution.

When a Kosovar receives an ID card, s/he will be able to apply for a travel document. This of course depends on the acceptance of those documents by European countries.

UNMIK is striving with the Kosovars to build a civil society. The restoration of personal identity is a critical part of this. UNMIK is committed to providing accurate identity cards as soon as possible.
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